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Abstract 
This paper principally examined peace, education and economic development 
of African States. Economic development will be achieved when African States 
spend less on wars and conflicts and spend more on education. Peace and 
Education are the most important means for economic development. 
Economic development is a basic Human Right and unless this target is 
reached with the potent tools of Peace and Education the purpose of nation-
building would remain unfulfilled. Building a State of self-sufficiency and 
sustainable development is the responsibility of everyone; peace and 
education are the principals’ means by which this goal can be achieved. This 
brings the linkage between peace, education and economic development.  

 
 

Since late of 1970s, most of developing countries in the world have made many 
economic reforms for economic development, designed to achieve rapid growth with 
lowering inflation and other macroeconomic goals. They have shifted their economic 
policy from closed economy to open economy and from inward policy to outward 
policy. This trend was increased after end of cool war in 1990s (Selvarathinam, 2008).  
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Classical economists emphasized that the economic fluctuations are mainly 
determined by supply side factors, Campos and Nugent (2003) stated that demand side 
factors, monetarists insisted money is the major determinants for economic fluctuation, 
while real business cycle theorists argues that even short or long run, output and 
employment is determined by supply side factors. Economic growth theories insisted 
that the importance of physical and human accumulation with technology progress will 
lead to rapid growth. All those explanations have failed to find fundamental causes of 
growth in economies, particularly in developing countries. 

 
The wealth of African nations can not been increased by any demand or supply 

side management unless there is peace. Peace is determined by many socio-political 
factors. Ethnic homogeneity and language integration, religion, democracy, culture, 
ethos of people, history of nations, various forms of discrimination, quality of 
leaderships, relationship with neighbourhood and political system are fundamentals 
causes for making peace that affect wealth of developing nations in the term of 
economic development (Fielding, 2003).  

 
Education, world over, is considered as a life transforming activity that 

empowers its receivers to contribute positively to the growth and development of a 
society. That education is an essential ingredient of prosperity is at once obvious and 
contentious. Obvious because any person able to read this text knows what a difference 
it makes in their lives to have gone to school, to have learned to read, write and 
calculate. Contentious because when social scientists try to “prove” that education is a 
cause of economic growth it turns out to be quite difficult to decide which came first, 
the chicken or the egg. What is more, even the basic terms such as “what is education” 
and “what is prosperity” become vast and cloudy terrains for the technical experts like 
economists, sociologists, education specialists and policy analysts (Alimba, 2013). 
 

Education is indispensable to economic development. No economic 
development is possible without good education. A balanced education system 
promotes not only economic development, but productivity, and generates individual 
income per capita. Its influence is noticeable at the micro level of an individual family. 
Education is one of the most far-reaching requirements for development, alleviating 
poverty, improving health outcomes and quality of life, reducing gender and social 
disparities, and enhancing economic productivity (Miller, 2003). It contributes to 
economic development and societal stability through developing individuals equipped 
with cognitive and life skills necessary for sustaining the livelihood, and contributing to 
the productive sector. 

 
Recognizing the linkage between investment in education and potential 

economic development, African governments have made concerted efforts at national 
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and sub-regional levels, including the adoption of a Sector Wide Approach (SWAp), 
the initiation of a project on literacy for development in Africa, the abolition of primary 
school fees in almost all countries. Over the past decade, public expenditure on 
education has risen by 6 per cent annually across sub-Saharan Africa, according to the 
recent report by UNESCO on “Financing Education in Sub-Saharan Africa”. The 
NEPAD Secretariat organized an African Union workshop to finalize a strategy for 
teacher development, to be implemented during the Second Decade of Education for 
Africa (2006-2015). These are in recognition of the linkage between education and 
economic development.  
 
The Nature and Concept of Peace 

Peace may be conceptualized as having two separate dimensions (Johnson & 
Johnson, 2006). On the first dimension, war, violence, and strife are at one end, at the 
other end are settlements, agreements, or common understandings that end or avert 
hostilities and violence. On this dimension, if war or violence is absent, then peace is 
assumed to exist. On the second dimension, discordant, hostile interaction aimed at 
dominance and differential benefit and characterized by social injustice is at one end, 
and mutually beneficial, harmonious interaction aimed at achieving mutual goals and 
characterized by social justice is at the other end. 

 
On this dimension, if the relationship is characterized by positive relationships, 

mutual benefit, and justice, then peace is assumed to exist. Thus, peace may be defined 
as the absence of war or violence in a mutually beneficial, harmonious relationship 
among relevant parties (i.e., aspects of a person or among individuals, groups, or 
countries). Inherent in this definition are several characteristics of peace (Johnson & 
Johnson, 2006). Peace is a relationship variable, not a trait. Peace exists among 
individuals, groups, and nations; it is not a trait or a predisposition in an individual, 
group, or nation. As a relationship, peace cannot be maintained by separation, isolation, 
or building barriers between conflicting parties, all of which may temporarily reduce 
violence but will not establish the relationships required for long-term peace. Second, 
peace is a dynamic, not a static, process. The level of peace constantly increases or 
decreases with the actions of each relevant party. Third, peace is an active process, not 
a passive state. Passive coexistence is not a viable path to peace. Building and 
maintaining peace takes active involvement. Fourth, peace is hard to build and easy to 
destroy. It may take years to build up a stable peace, then one act can destroy it. 
Finally, peace is characterized by continuous conflict (not the absence of conflict) 
managed constructively (rather than destructively) (Clark, 2001; Johnson & Johnson, 
2006). 

 
The concept of peace lends itself to several interpretations and definitions. 

Ordinarily, peace means the absence of conflict or violence at a particular time and 
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place. It evokes the climate of freedom from fear, intimidation and harassment, 
oppression and brutalisation by external forces or agents. Ibeanu (2006) observed that 
philosophers are not in agreement as to a universally acceptable view of peace. By way 
of conceptualisation, scholars tend to define peace within a given prism. For example, 
while Evans (1994) defined peace as a political condition other than one of organized 
armed conflict (war) that is often distinguished from a situation of non-war, others like 
Galtung (1996) showed a sociological bias by defining peace as what we have when 
creative conflict transformation takes place non-violently. Czempiel (1996) employed 
an international relations perspective to defining peace by arguing that peace is a 
process pattern of the international system, characterized by a tendency toward: the 
preservation of individual existence on the basis of declining violence; and the 
continuation of individual self-realization on the basis of increasingly equal distribution 
of development chances.  From the definitions above, the word ‘peace’ seems to be 
used by the great leaders of the world in every other sense except in the one which it 
means primarily. It is most often used for a mere absence of war.  

 
Peace is more than the absence of war. Peace is living in harmony and not 

fighting with others. Peace is a calm and relaxed state of mind. According to Galtung 
(1996) peace is the conditions that hold when a peaceful state is maintained and 
promoted. Peace consists of positive thoughts, pure feelings, and good wishes. To stay 
peaceful requires strength and compassion. World peace grows through non-violence, 
acceptance, fairness and communication. Boulding (1996) asserted that peace is the 
main characteristic of a civilized society. Peace is not just the absence of war; it is the 
practice of love. In a peaceful society people would work together to resolve conflicts, 
develop morally, treat each other with justice, satisfy basic needs, and respect each 
other. In essence, they would live in unity. The focus of Africa in the 21st century is to 
achieve holistic inner-outer peace which has both spiritual and material dimensions. 
 
Concept of Education 

Societies all over the world are dynamic. Consequently, the socio-cultural and 
political changes sweeping across modern societies have made the universal 
conceptualization of education a diffused angle of vision. According to Hanushek 
(2005), education embraces not only the deliberate processes of schooling but includes 
even indirect and incidental influences. This definition of education combined formal 
and inform education. Education in the real sense of is much more than mere schooling. 
In modern societies, much of the learning needs of those who seek for knowledge are 
outside the territories of schools.  

 
Audigier (2000) asserted that education is the aggregate of processes through 

which an individual acquires knowledge, values, attitudes and all other forms of 
behaviour that are of positive values to the society to which he belongs or as the 
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process of learning to live as a useful and acceptable member of the community (Oroka 
and Ejaigu, 2008). However, Amaewhule (2007) aptly described education as a process 
of becoming critically aware of one’s reality in a manner that leads to effective action 
upon it. In other words, not only does education enable the individual to understand the 
past as well as adjust to, and participate in the present, most importantly it equips the 
individual with the necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes for creating the 
civilization of the future by way of popular participation for development in any 
country. According to Yusuf (2000), education is a process in which knowledge and 
life experiences, including values associated with them, are transmitted to groups or 
individuals, and the manner, in which such knowledge and experiences are harnessed 
and utilize to attain societal objectives, and such objectives are subject to changes from 
time to time. Education is not mere schooling or instruction imposed by the elders on 
the younger ones. It is equivalent to the development of character or personality by 
means of the social life of education institutions. The social life includes all kinds of 
out-of-class activities (Frankena, Raybeck and Burbules, 2002).  
 
Meaning of Economic Development 

Economic development means different things to different people. Economic 
development, as it is now generally understood, includes the development of 
agriculture, industry, trade, transport, means of irrigation, power resources, etc. It, thus, 
indicates a process of development. According to Oyovwi (2003), economic 
development is growth plus change. That is to say, economic development must 
involve economic growth plus changes in the entire social, economic, political and 
cultural spheres of human endeavour. For Akpakpan, (1993), it is the increase in the 
basic needs. That is, when the stock of basic needs increases over a period, then the 
country could be regarded as developing. The basic needs often sited are: food, shelter, 
clothing, educational facilities, health care and transportation. Economic development 
is the increase in the amount of people in a nation's population with sustained growth 
from a simple, low-income economy to a modern, high-income economy (Lucas, 
2008). Economic development can also be seen as the presence in a country of the core 
values of development. These are: self esteem, freedom from servitude and freedom 
from ignorance (Oyivwi (2003). Thus, it is the transformation of entire social, 
productive and cultural conditions such that the general condition of the people could 
be said to be better. Economic development is typically measured in terms of jobs and 
income, but it also includes improvements in human development, education, health, 
choice, and environmental sustainability. It implies a change in the way goods and 
services are produced, not merely an increase in production achieved using the old 
methods of production on a wider scale.  

 
Economic development is a process whereby an economy's real national 

income as well as per capita income increases over a long period of time. Here, the 
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process implies the impact of certain forces which operate over a long period and 
embody changes in dynamic elements. It also implies respective changes in the 
structure of demand for goods, in the level and pattern of income distribution, in size 
and composition of population, in consumption habits and living standards, and in the 
pattern of social relationships and religious dogmas, ideas and institutions.  

 
Pessu (1995) opined that economic development is a concerted effort on the 

part of the responsible governing body in a city or county to influence the direction of 
private sector investment toward opportunities that can lead to sustained economic 
growth. Sustained economic growth can provide sufficient incomes for the labour 
force, profitable business opportunities for employers and tax revenues for maintaining 
an infrastructure to support this continued growth. Economic development is purely 
and simply the creation of wealth in which country benefits is created. Zdeck (1994) 
narrowed down the term economic development to economic and community 
development, which according to him are not separate agendas. Economic development 
is a process and approach used to create jobs, assets, and an investment climate in 
distressed neighbourhoods and cannot be separated from community development. 
Economic development refers to an upward trend in real national output over a long 
period. "Although the upward trend means that each successive cyclical peak and 
trough is generally at a higher level of real national output than the preceding peak and 
trough respectively, it is the increase in real national income between cycles rather than 
the increase within a cycle that denotes development (Sivasubramonian, 2004). Since a 
major business cycle covers normally 6 to 13 years, long term process here refers to a 
sustained increase in real output over a period of at least 25 years. Thus, economic 
development is a process consisting of a long chain of interconnected changes in 
fundamental factor supplies and in the structure of demand for products leading to a 
rise in real national income over a long period. Birdsall (1993) opined that economic 
development is a continuous process which has to be extended over a long period of 
time so as to break the vicious circle of poverty and lead a country to a stage of self-
sustaining growth or to self-generating economy". Therefore, we can conclude that 
economic development is a process rather than the result of it which results in a rise in 
real national income, and the net national product must have a sustained increase i.e., it 
must be over a long period of time. 
 
Peace and Economic Development 

The term peace is defined as socio-political and environment without violence, 
conflicts, war, coups, revolution, riots, ethnic cleanings, election violence, non-judicial 
killings, murders, assassinations, abductions, terrorist attacks, discrimination, and 
violence against women. The studies in the relation to peace and economic 
development have been done in different angles (Selvarathinam, 2008).  
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Degree of peace for a nation is determined by upshots of all socio-political and 
economic factors. Increased military expenditure is regarded as public expenditures to 
make peace. However, most African countries are unable to make peace despite their 
long standing increased defence expenditures. Some studies show that increased 
defence expenditure in developed nations has positive effects on their economic 
development by ways of increasing security, property rights, upgrading rule and 
regulations (Suleiman and Aamer, 2003). For example China’s rapid economic growth 
and development during last three decades can be explained by peace, attained locally 
and externally. It has reduced defence expenditure during last two decades and 
emphasizing that Taiwan problem will be solved by negotiation not military power 
even Taiwan is as part of China.  

 
Many African countries are suffering or lacking economic development due to 

the internal and external conflicts and spending much to war by ignoring economic 
growth and development (Marshall and Ted Robert, 2005). Peace has direct and 
indirect effect on economic growth. Conflicts, violence and war devastate the 
accessible physical and human resources and wipe out socio-political institutions which 
contribute to economic development positively. An economy which has more violence 
and war loses the confidence of investors locally and internationally. Both human and 
physical capital is affected due to war and leads to downfall of output cum economic 
development. Annual rate of capital accumulation is affected due to the war. Fosu, 
(1992) asserted that the countries which are spending much resource on war unable to 
spend more expenditure on economic and social infrastructures which are important 
sources for human and capital accumulation in African and developing countries in 
general. Conflicts, violence and war in Africa affect the long run sources of economic 
development and growth.  

 

Education and Economic Development 
No country has achieved constant economic development without considerable 

investment in human capital (Alimba, 2013). Economists now accept that investment in 
education, or human capital, is an important element in the economic development 
process (Psacharopoulos and Patrinos, 2004). The relationship between economic 
growth and education has been one of the central threads of economic analysis. The 
relationship between education and economic development has long been recognized in 
the development literature. On the one hand, education is seen as a product of the 
development process that is worthy of pursuit by itself. On the other hand, education is 
considered a crucial input into the development process (Seebens and Wobst, 2003).  

 
Education has multidimensional impacts on the economy. On one side, it 

influences economic development positively and on the other, it reduces poverty and 
creates such a social and political environment that attracts investment. It makes 
workers more productive, more polite and promotes reasonable socio economic policies 
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(Nili and Nafisi, 2003). Education development plays a vital role not only in economic 
development but in the overall development process of the nation also. The role of 
education in building the efficient and effective labour force is well recognized. Breton 
(2012) theorized that a nation’s capability to productively use physical capital is a 
function of its level of human capital and that if human capital does not increase along 
with physical capital, then economic development cannot proceed. Renelt and Levine 
(1992) found that education appeared to exert a high positive impact on economic 
development.  

 
Progress and prosperity of a nation depends upon the state of economy of a 

country. Economy of a country depends upon labour productivity which relies on 
education. In the long-run, growth of educational opportunities and level of education 
attained by the individual leads to growth rate, household income and the economic 
development (Seebens and Wobst, 2003). The significance and direct role of education 
cannot be ignored for sustainable development. Poverty and inflation are stumbling 
block for achieving economic development. Education and human capital are essential 
ingredients for economic development. Knowledge and skills are imparted through 
education (Tilak, 1994).  

 
 

Given the arguments above about the critical role of education in economic 
development one can conclude that education is a necessary tool for economic 
development. According to Ozturk (2001) education in every sense is one of the 
fundamental factors of development. No country can achieve sustainable economic 
development without substantial investment in human capital. Education enriches 
people’s understanding of themselves and world. It improves the quality of their lives 
and leads to broad social benefits to individuals and society. Tilak (2005) asserted that 
education raises people’s productivity and creativity and promotes entrepreneurship 
and technological advances leading to economic development. Education provides a 
foundation for development, the groundwork on which much of our economic and 
social well being is built (Benhabib and Spiegel, 2005). Although education is 
considered important in the development literature, there have been few empirical 
studies to measure its importance in the development process in African countries. 
 

Conclusion 
This paper was motivated by doubts that have been raised about the role of 

peace and education in economic development of African States. It has made sufficient 
case for lasting peace and the effective implementation of education hoping that these 
will have cumulative positive effort on economic development in Africa. Our analysis 
has produced some remarkably simple but clear conclusions. 
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Recommendations 
1. Peace and Education should be top priority in public policies.  
2. Conscious efforts should be made including campaigns through informal and non- 

formal processes to re-orientate families, review of curriculum, strengthening staff 
on peace and education related issues in Africa. 

3. Education in Africa should be revitalized to function as expected. 
4. African policy makers should increase investment in education as a mechanism 

for speeding up peace and the development process in the continent. 
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